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allocated largely with special reference to local needs,
opportunities or resources. The intellectual supervision
of all these researches and, therefore, the responsibility
for the allocation and co-ordination of the work of all
the thousand institutes is now undertaken by the ancient
academy of sciences of the U. S. S. R., the functions of
which were drastically transformed by a decree of 1930.
The scope and sphere of the activities of the Academy
is wide and comprehensive enough to include not only
the development of researches in the natural sciences,
but also many languages and cultures of the people of
the Far East not excluding, of course, those of the
primitive races of Central Asia.

The result of this policy had been that science has
made great strides in the U. S- S. R. during the twenty-
one years of the latter's existence. Objective proof of
this statement is the fact that in 1931 there were no
less than 902 scientific research institutes in the country,
with a total staff of 29,246 scientific workers. These
figures are exclusive of factory and collective farm labo-
ratories and their personnel, and of the observatories in
the Arctic, which come under the jurisdiction of the
Chief Northern Sea Route Administration. In January
1938 the grand total of all scientific workers in the
U. S. S. R. was eighty thousand. These figures alone
suffice to demonstrate the close tie between Soviet
science and the people. But to these numbers of
scientific workers and students, true sons of the people,
is to be added the all important fact that in the ILS.S.R.
the achievements of science do not become a source
of enrichment of only a small group of people to the
detriment of the vast majority of the population, but
accrue to the benefit of the whole community. This
distinguishing feature of Soviet science has asserted itself